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THE  CURSE  IN  CALIFORNIA. 

Ah,  my  lord  Fat  Purse,  no  wonder  the  curse 
Of  poverty  hangs  like  a pall, 

When  you  hold  by  fraud  the  lands  which  God 
Has  meant  for  the  use  of  all. 

Ella  Wheeleh  Wilcox. 

I have  seen  the  whole  problem  of  labor’s  degrada- 
tion worked  out  in  practical  life  before  my  own  eyes. 
Thirty  years  ago,  sir,  labor  in  California  was  com- 
paratively free,  because  land  was  comparatively  free 
there.  Labor  was  then  paid  according  to  its  produc- 
tion and  not  according  to  the  lowest  standard  of 
living  prevailing  among  the  laborers  as  now.  It 
was  then  worth  what  it  produced  and  it  was  paid 
accordingly. 

Laborers  being  then  free  to  go  upon  the  virgin  soil 
and  build  their  homes  and  establish  their  own 
industries,  and  being  able  there  to  comfortably  feed 
and  clothe  their  families  and  to  educate  their  children 
in  the  standard  branches  of  useful  learning,  were  not 
obliged  to  remain  in  the  labor  market  when  it  offered 
less  favorable  conditions.  Then  California  was 
labor’s  “Promised  Land.”  ****** 

Then  there  were  in  our  land  no  tramps,  few 
paupers,  and  no  surplus  labor  in  enforced  idleness. 

Then  sparseness  of  population  and  the  consequent 
lack  of  social  advantages  imposed  the  only  hardships 
that  were  known.  What  wonder  that  those  who 
knew  the  freedom  and  the  happiness  of  those  condi- 
tions yearn  for  their  return  I 

I saw  the  change  of  social  conditions  come.  I saw 
the  shadow  of  land  monopoly  steal  over  and  encom- 

Eass  our  Golden  State.  I saw  a few  hundred  men 
ecoine  the  absolute  owners  and  masters  of  her  great 
natural  resources,  that  were  manifestly  intended  by 
their  Creator  to  furnish  homes  and  subsistence  to 
40.000,000  people.  I saw  an  empire  of  her  best  and 
richest  land  pass  by  act  of  Congress  under  the 
dominion  of  a single,  souless  corporation.  I saw  the 
gates  of  natural  independence  in  home  and  industry 
closed  against  American  labor. 

I saw  labor  driven  from  its  lucrative  and  inde- 
pendent retreats  in  the  mountains  and  valleys  into 
the  mai’kets  of  the  cities  and  towns,  there  to  be  sold 
as  a commodity  at  prices  fixed  by  the  laws  of  trade. 


I saw  the  wages  of  American  labor  changed  from 
the  value  of  its  product  down  to  the  pi'ice  fixed  by 
the  alternative  of  pauperism,  while  the  wealth-pro- 
ducing power  of  labor  was  increased,  on  the  average, 
in  all  departments  of  industry,  elevenfold. 

I saw  the  beneficiaries  of  monopoly  manipulating 
the  labor  market  to  keep  the  price  of  labor  down.  I 
saw  them  importing,  in  tens  of  thousands,  the  coolies 
of  China,  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  Chinamen,  as 
Eastern  philanthropists  persist  in  believing,  but  for 
the  double  purpose  of  “bearing”  the  labor  market 
by  maintaining  a surplus,  and  of  teaching  American 
laborers  to  live  on  the  rations  of  Asiatic  slaveiy. 

1 saw  the  millionaire  and  the  tramp,  contempo- 
raneous menaces  to  our  civilization,  arise  cut  of 
these  conditions. 

I saw  the  millionaire,  without  productive  effort  on 
his  part,  become  a multi-millionaire,  upon  the  tribute 
commanded  by  his  purchased  and  granted  privileges 
and  1 saw  the  army  of  pauperism  growing  as  he 
grew,  and  growing  because  of  the  conditions  that 
make  him  grow— recruited  by  thousands  from  the 
ranks  of  unemployed  labor— a ghastly  procession  of 
vice  and  crime,  and  rags  and  filth,  and  torment  and 
de.spair,  drifting  listlessly,  as  “flotsam  and  jetsam” 
on  the  tide  of  our  civilization,  to  whatever  goal  a 
Just  God  may  deem  suitable  at  the  close  of  their 
earthly  hell. 

These  are  the  results  as  I have  seen  them  on  the 
Facitic  coast,  of  land  monopoly,  supplemented  by  the 
importation  of  Chinese  slaves.  » * # * 

The  picture  that  I have  drawn  is  no  “distorted 
vision,”  no  “distempered  di'eam,”  but  a stern  tragedy 
in  real  life  enacted  in  the  open  light  of  day.  * * 

The  remedy  which  I propose  for  the  evil  of  land 
monopoly  is  simple.  Just,  practical  and  unquestion- 
ably sufficient.  It  is  this:  To  appropriate  to  public 
use,  by  taxation,  for  the  support  of  our  Federal, 
state,  and  municipal  governments,  the  entire  rental 
value  of  all  land,  irrespective  of  improvements,  and 
to  abolish  all  other  taxes.  — Jas.  G.  Maguire, 
.Spetvhes  in  House  Rep.  U.  S.,  Oct.,  1893. 
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